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To whom it may concern: 

 

I have collected the following documents in this teaching portfolio, in the following order: 

 

1. Teaching statement 

2. Student teaching evaluations, Union College 

3. Teaching observation evaluations, Brooklyn College 

4. Student teaching evaluations, Brooklyn College 

5. Courses taught and Potential future courses 

6. Sample syllabi: Philosophy of Mind, Art, Media, & Society, and Issues in Feminism 

 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Katherine Tullmann 
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Teaching Statement 

 

I was approached individually by several students during my first semester teaching 

at Brooklyn College, each of whom were each worried about their first writing assignments. 

To my surprise, they were not simply struggling to understand the challenging philosophy 

texts or even having difficulty developing thesis statements. They simply believed that they 

couldn’t do philosophy: they weren’t “that kind of thinker,” they were more pragmatically 

oriented, or they weren’t talented enough students. The overarching message was that 

philosophy students are born, not made and most students lacked the right natural 

philosophic abilities. 
 

This has become a repeat occurrence at every school where I’ve taught: Union College 

(present), University of Missouri-St. Louis (Spring 2009-Summer 2010), the College of Staten 

Island (Fall 2013), Brooklyn College (Fall 2011-Spring 2014), and Western Connecticut State 

University (Spring 2015). Students approach me every semester, belittling their academic 

skills and giving up on philosophy before the semester really began. I have had experiences 

like this as a philosophy student myself. Philosophy classrooms can, at times, seem cold, 

disconnected from everyday life and concerns, and designed for a particular type of thinker. 
 

Philosophy professors are faced with these challenges from the moment their 

students enter the classroom. We must develop ways in which we can make our students 

comfortable engaging in philosophical thought and argumentation. We should also help 

students become confident enough to place themselves in the philosophic conversation. I 

have developed my own teaching philosophy to help combat my students’ negative 

perspective of analytic philosophy. My chief goal is to help each of my students develop her 

own writing voice through a variety of different types of written and in-class projects. 
 

My class sessions are practice grounds for honing and refining the critical thinking 
skills that are required for successful analytic philosophers. I emphasize critical reading and 
writing in every class. Each class revolves around a particular theme: personal identity, a 
theory of knowledge, a question about how we evaluate artworks, etc. I develop in-class, low-
pressure writing activities to help the students think more deeply on the daily theme. I also 
try to show how the topic applies to their daily lives. For example, during the personal identity 
unit I ask the students to consider whether they would consider themselves to be literally the 
same person now as they were when they were five years old. This leads to an engaging 
discussion about the importance of the body, mind, and memories to one’s personal identity. 
It also serves as the backbone for one of their graded writing assignments. Students develop 
skills during the discussions that are important for both introductory level students and those 
who are more familiar with philosophy courses. They learn to critically analyze a topic during 
a conversation and how to express their own opinions. 
 

The in-class and low-stake writing exercises are designed to build the student’s writing skills 

and confidence. Used in a class-room setting, the low-stakes writing exercises are very 

effective in engendering classroom discussions in which they can voice their own opinions 
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and perspectives and engage with those of their peers. My goal is to lower the student’s 

writing anxiety as well as to show them the significance of critical thinking for everyday use. 

I see my role in the students’ intellectual development as a kind of coach or guide; I encourage 

certain skills, help them practice those that are underdeveloped, and provide encouragement 

where needed. I also recognize that philosophy is not always a subject that students will 

immediately find interesting or pertinent to their daily lives. I try to combat this attitude by 

relating philosophical issues to current events—from serious news stories to sporting 

events—and popular culture (I am a big fan of discussing Star Wars whenever possible!). My 

classes are not about “ivory tower” philosophy, but rather function as a critical thinking boot-

camp that they can apply to their work, other classes, and even their personal lives. 
 

I use longer writing assignments to encourage personal reflection and critical thinking. 

These assignments also help them apply the skills that are important in analytic philosophy, 

such as strong argumentation and structural clarity. This is especially important for more 

experienced philosophy students. It is just as important for them to learn how to develop 

their individual philosophy voices as it is for new students. I assign readings that will engage 

and challenge upper level philosophy majors and minors. This includes both full-length 

primary texts and secondary critical essays. Students learn how to develop strong, effective 

thesis statements and how to construct essays in the analytic tradition. Philosophy is a 

conversation; my goal is to help students to see how they, too, can be a part of that 

conversation. 
 

I am dedicated to encouraging and helping all students express their own 

philosophical perspectives. I have been extremely fortunate to teach at four institutions that 

have diverse student bodies, boasting students from a variety of religious, racial, cultural, 

sexual, and socio-economic backgrounds. Having these students in my class has been a 

learning experience for both me and them. In the beginning of each semester, I emphasize 

that building intellectual open-mindedness and tolerance is paramount in a philosophy (or 

any) classroom. This means that students must learn to respectfully listen and respond to 

others who have viewpoints that may be very different from their own. It also means that I 

have to develop assignments and discussion points that promote a respectful exchange of 

ideas.
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Teaching Evaluations, Union College 

 
Statistical Summary of Student Evaluations, Spring 2016 

 
The following lists shows a selection of the average scores I received from my student 
teaching evaluations at Union College for the Philosophy and Film course. For each point 
of evaluation, the number of students who responded is indicated. Please feel free to 
contact me for more information and/or original copies of the evaluations. 
 
 

1. The instructor’s presentation and explanation of the material in class was: 
 
Extremely clear: 15 
Quite clear: 8 
Somewhat clear: 2 
Slightly clear: 0 
Not at all clear: 0 
 
 

2. The instructor stimulated my interest in the course material: 
 
A great deal: 11 
Considerably: 10 
Somewhat: 4 
Slightly: 0 
Not at all: 0 
 
 

3. The course enabled me to grow intellectually, artistically, or in terms of skill: 
 
A great deal: 8 
Considerably: 8 
Somewhat: 9 
Slightly: 0 
Not at all: 0 
 
 

4. Doing the assignments helped me learn: 
 

A great deal: 5 
Considerably: 14 
Somewhat: 5 
Slightly: 1 
Not at all: 0 
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5. The planning and structure of this course was: 

 
Very organized: 14 
Quite organized: 8 
Somewhat organized: 3 
Slightly organized: 0 
Not at all organized: 0 

 
6. The assigned readings helped me learn: 

 
A great deal: 7 
Considerably: 14 
Somewhat: 3 
Slightly: 0 
Not at all: 0 

 
 

7. How much thought and effort did assignments and/or examinations require? 
A great deal: 4 
Considerably: 14 
Somewhat: 6 
Slightly: 1 
Not at all: 0 
 
 

8. How useful was the feedback the instructor provided on graded work? 
 
Extremely useful: 9 
Quite useful: 10 
Somewhat useful: 5 
Slightly useful: 1 
Not at all useful: 0 
 

9. As a result of this course, my writing ability improved: 
 

A great deal: 6 
Considerably: 6 
Somewhat: 11 
Slightly: 1 
Not at all: 1 
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Select Student Comments on Teaching, Spring 2016 

Below is a selection of anonymous quotes from students’ evaluations from my semester 
teaching Philosophy and Film at Union College. 
 

“Professor Tullmann presented everything extremely clearly!” 

“I previously had zero interest in philosophy and now I am interested.” 

“A lot of professors at Union think they can keep students engaged solely by lectures 

but this class was primarily film-based, which made me excited to come to class.” 

“The [assigned] essays reinforced and reapplied ideas from class.” 

“Overall, Professor Tullmann was very nice and stimulated my interest in the various 

philosophical topics. I really liked the films covered and the discussions that followed. 

Professor Tullmann was very helpful and really wanted the class to understand the 

topics.” 

“Very interesting, reads the students well and teaches accordingly. Probably the best 

class I’ve taken so far.” 

“Prof. Tullmann was awesome. Her energy and genuine interest in the material made it 

a pleasure to be in class. 10/10, would recommend.” 

“She is great, good use of visuals, lectures, class discussions, and film clips.”
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Teaching Evaluations, Brooklyn College Fall 2011-Spring 2014 

 

The following chart shows the average scores I received from my six teaching observations at 
Brooklyn College for the PHIL 2101 course. 
 

I was evaluated along six different aspects of my teaching abilities: 1) knowledge of subject 
matter, 2) organization of subject matter, 3) ability to explain, 4) speaking ability and 
presence, 5) attitude towards students and 6) stimulating critical thinking. Observee’s could 
receive a score from 1 (lowest) to 4 (highest) in each category. 
 
 
 

Summary of teaching observation statistics, Fall 2011-  
Spring 2014 

 
4.1 

 
4 

 
3.9 

 
3.8 

 
3.7 

 
3.6 

 
3.5 

 
3.4 

 
3.3 

 
3.2  

Knowledge Oraganization Explaining Speaking Attitude Critical thinking 
 
 

 

Breakdown of scores: 
 
Knowledge of subject matter—3.5  
4= Very knowledgeable, displays a thorough grasp of 
the material 3= Well-informed, quite adequate 
command of the material. 
 

Organization of subject matter—3.5  
4= Systematic and thorough organization, pacing was 
excellent 3=Adequately organized and paced 
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Ability to explain—3.7  
4= Clear, precise, to 
the point 3=Generally 
good 
 

 

Speaking ability and 
presence3.8 4=Skilled, 
presence excellent  
3= Good, generally adequate 

 

Attitude towards students—4  
4=Sensitive and attentive, encourages questions and discussion 

 

Stimulating critical thinking—3.8  
4= Employs effective and creative methods to stimulate independent, critical thinking 
3= Regularly attempts to stimulate independent, critical thinking. 
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Select Comments from Teaching Observations, Fall 2011-Spring 2014 

 

Below are select quotations from the notes of professors at Brooklyn College who have 
observed me teach the PHIL 2101 course, from Fall 2011 to Spring 2014. 
 

 

Fall 2011:  
Prof. Mike Menser: “This was one of the most engaging class sessions of an intro to 
philosophy course that I have observed in 15 years of doing observations…the content was 
well chosen and the powerpoint presentation was used effectively, not as show or a 
distracting afterthought.” 

 

Spring 2012:  
Prof. Anna Gotlib: “Katherine obviously knows the material very well!...This was a well-run 
class…Katherine is a gifted public speaker and has great classroom presence. Katherine is very 
friendly and open, and has great rapport with the students…Katherine is a very gifted teacher. 
I think that her students are very fortunate to have her in the classroom.” 

 

Fall 2012:  
Prof. Justin Steinberg: “The topic of the class that I observed was the relationship between 
determinism and moral responsibility. Professor Tullmann demonstrated a solid command of 
the material….Professor  
Tullmann balances mini-lectures with discussion questions, which keeps the students 
engaged and informed. She also effectively incorporates multi-media technology into the 
classroom. I thought that she balanced these components well.” 

 

Spring 2013:  
Prof. Matthew Moore: “The topic for most of this class session was the objectivity of aesthetic 
judgments…Ms. Tullmann’s knowledge of the subject matter was excellent, at exactly the 
right level for an introductory class of this sort. The presentation was very well organized, 
making very effective use of  
PowerPoint, and of the blackboard. The presentation was not at all “dumbed down,” but was 
tailored to the audience. Ms. Tullmann’s explanations were very clear and accessible. Ms. 
Tullmann’s classroom presence is first-rate. She has a relaxed, friendly bearing and a good 
sense of humor. She was firmly but quite unobtrusively in control of the classroom at all 
times. The atmosphere in the classroom was excellent. Ms. Tullmann engages with her 
students in a very open and natural manner, highly conducive to learning and dialogue…The 
level of participation in the class was very high. This was a very well conducted class by an 
instructor with a bright future in the classroom.” 

 

Fal1 2013 & Spring 2014  
Prof. Penny Reppetti: “[Ms. Tullmann] uses excellent examples to further explain concepts 
[and] is extremely enthusiastic as she explained difficult concepts. Throughout her lecture, 
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Ms. Tullmann effectively explained difficult concepts with creative and interesting examples… 
When answering student questions, Ms. Tullmann was very clear and questioned her 
students in order to make sure that they understood her explanations….The class 
participation was excellent and at a fairly high level for an introductory course. Throughout 
the lecture, it was apparent to me that Ms. Tullmann had developed a nice rapport with her 
students…Overall, this was a very interesting class. Ms. Tullmann’s wonderful personality 
puts students at ease, and overall it was a very successful class. 
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Student evaluation rating summary, Spring 2014 

 

The charts below represent my students’ evaluation of my teaching performance for the 
spring 
 
2014 section of PHIL 2101: Major Questions in Philosophy. There were 22 
questions in all, ranging from the individual student’s interest in the course to an 
indication of how difficult they found it.  
30 of my students responded to the anonymous questionnaire. The last chart sows 
my individual scores vs. the philosophy department scores along several different 
variables for the Fall 2012 semester (2013 and 2014 data unavailable). 
 
 

 Excellent Good Fair Poor Unacceptable N/A 
       

Instructor’s ability to organize ideas and 68.97% 27.59% 3.45% 0% 0% 0% 

materials for class       
       

Instructor’s ability to stimulate interest in 55.17% 37.93% 6.90% 0% 0% 0% 

the topic       
       

Instructor’s ability to encourage 44.83% 44.83% 10.34% 0% 0% 0% 

independent thinking       
       

Instructor’s ability to generate effective 72.41% 20.69% 6.90% 0% 0% 0% 

class discussion       
       

Instructor’s ability to communicate 65.52% 24.14% 6.90% 0% 0% 0% 

clearly       
       

Instructor’s openness to students’ 67.86% 25.00% 7.14% 0% 0% 0% 

comments, questions, and viewpoints       

concerning class topics       
       

Instructor’s knowledge of the subject 79.31% 17.24% 3.45% 0% 0% 0% 

matter of the class       
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Instructor’s ability to keep to the time and 72.41% 20.69% 6.90% 3.45% 0% 0% 

schedule requirements for the class       
       

Instructor’s availability to students 57.14% 35.71% 7.14% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

outside of class       
       

Clarity of information provided about the 75.86% 13.79% 6.90% 3.5% 0.0% 0.0% 

course requirements and assignments       
       

Promptness with which tests and 68.97% 24.14% 6.90% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 

assignments are graded and returned       
       

       
 
 
 
 

 Too many Just right Too few N/A 
     

Number of 17.24% 82.76% 0.0% 0.0% 

assignments/projects/creative works in     

this class     
     

 Very challenging Challenging Somewhat Not 

   challenging challenging 
     

How challenging the class 3.45% 51.  0.0% 

assignments/projects/creative works     

were     
     

 Very useful Useful Somewhat Not useful 

   useful  
     

Usefulness of 20.69% 62.07% 10.34% 6.9% 

assignments/projects/creative works     
     

 Very difficult Difficult Somewhat Not 

   difficult difficult 
     

Difficulty of examinations in this class 0.0% 13.79% 65.52% 20.69% 
     

 Very fair Fair Somewhat fair Unfair 
     

Fairness of examinations in this class 42.86% 53.57% 3.57% 0.0% 
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 Very Somewhat Don’t know Somewhat Very 

 likely likely  unlikely unlikely 
      

How likely are you to recommend this 62.07% 27.59% 3.45% 6.90% 0.0% 

instructor to a friend?      
      

 
 
 
 

 A lot A fair Some A little Hardly N/A 

  amount   anything  
       

How much general knowledge about the 41.38% 44.83% 10.34% 0.0% 3.45% 0.0% 

subject have you gained?       
       

How much ability to analyze and solve 27.59% 55.17% 10.34% 0.0% 0.0% 3.45% 

problems have you gained?       
       

How much ability to find and use information 31.03% 51.72% 13.79% 0.0% 0.0% 3.45% 

on your own have you gained?       
       

How much ability to express your ideas verbally 57.14% 28.57% 10.71% 3.57% 0.0% 0.0% 

have you gained from this class?       
       

How much ability to develop and express your 35.71% 35.71% 10.71% 3.57% 3.57% 10.71% 

ideas through artistic/creative means have you       

gained from this class?       
       



Tullmann teaching portfolio, 15 
 

    
     

  Individual vs. department scores 

     

   Individual’s % difference above or below  

   department average scores  
     

 Instructor Performance  +7.8  
     

 Course difficulty  +0.34  
     

 Course usefulness/fairness  +7.17  
     

 Learning attained  +2.84  
     

 Recommend instructor  +0.32  
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Select Student Comments, Brooklyn College Spring 2014 
 

 

Below is a selection of anonymous quotes from students’ evaluations from my six semesters 
teaching PHIL 2101 at Brooklyn College. 

 

“The prof was very open minded and makes the class enjoyable and interesting.” 

 

“If you want to explore morality in a non-religious context this is a great class. In fact it would 

help in analyzing and understanding religion.” 

 

“It was a helpful class to learn philosophies that have developed through the ages, learn to 

express opinions, and to hone skills in response to others’ thoughts.” 

 

“While I felt like philosophy was going to be another Gen Ed waster of my time, Professor 
 
Tullmann really made the class applicable to real life with a whimsical twist. She is an absolute 

breath of fresh air and a nerd to boot. I really enjoy her incorporation of nerd culture into 

her power points.” 

 
“The class is not too hard, but the work has to be put in in order to receive the grade you 
want.” 

 

“Prof. Tullmann is a fair professor and teaches very well. Philosophy is a great subject and 

made me think about all aspects of philosophical situations.” 

 

“The class is very informative and interesting. Prof. Tullmann is a fair grader and takes interest 

in your thoughts and feedback during class discussions. [I] would take another class with her. 

The work load was extremely fair as well.” 

 

“Guys, this class was awesome. At least my professor made it awesome. [The] professor is 

the most friendly person ever and every class she got us so engrossed in the topic.” 

 

“I had a good experience with this class because my professor was always open to discuss 

respectfully any point of view.” 

 

“I thought the class was interesting and engaging. It stimulates thought about philosophical 

concepts and helps you organize ideas and arguments in a logical framework.” 
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“She loves to teach you can tell, more importantly she loves this subject. [I] would definitely 

recommend her. Also she is very easy to approach, super friendly, and understanding. She 

explains all the readings thoroughly and gives very fair tests.” 

 
“It is a very interesting course and by far my favorite class since starting college.”  
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Courses Taught & Potential Future Courses 
 
Courses taught: 
 
Philosophy of Perception (1 section, Union College) 
Philosophy of Mind (1 section, Union College) 
Logic & Critical Thinking (1 section, Union College) 
Issues in Feminism (1 section, Union College). 
Philosophy and Film (2 sections, Union College). 
First Year Preceptorial: Art & Ethics, Union College. 
Art, Media, & Society, Union College. 
Contemporary Issues in Moral Philosophy, Western Connecticut State University. 
Introduction to Philosophy, Western Connecticut State University. 
Intro to Philosophy, College of Staten Island. 
Knowledge, Value and Reality, Brooklyn College (6 semesters, 12 courses). 
Humanities through the Arts, University of Missouri—St. Louis (4 semesters; 8 courses.) 
 
Potential Future Courses: 
 
Philosophy of Psychology 
Philosophy Cognitive Science 
Topics in Philosophy of Mind (Consciousness, Perception/Cognition, Mental Architecture, 
Social Cognition, The Self, Emotions) 
Topics in Aesthetics (On Depiction, On Beauty, Art & Ethics, Art & Emotions, Theories of Art) 
History of Philospohy of Mind 
History of Aesthetics
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PHL 365: Philosophy of Mind 

Union College, Fall 2016 

 

 

Dr. Katherine Tullmann                  MWF 1:50-2:55 

Office: Lamont 203                   Karp 005  

tullmank@union.edu                                 Office hours: MWF 10:45-1:30 and by appointment 

 

 

 

Course description 

I’ve designed this course to give you a broad overview of issues in contemporary philosophy of 

mind. There are three major themes for this course. We will begin by discussing the metaphysics of 

mind: what does it mean to have a mind? What is the relationship between a mind and a brain? We 

will investigate the plausibility of mind-body dualism, behaviorism, identity theory, and 

functionalism. We will then turn to questions concerning consciousness: what does it mean to be a 

conscious creature? How does consciousness arise on a physicalist model of reality? What perennial 

problems face a theory of consciousness? Finally, the last several weeks will be dedicated to “hot” 

topics in contemporary philosophy of mind and cognitive science: the perception/cognition 

distinction, the perception and phenomenology of race and gender, and the possibility and extent of 

animal consciousness. 

 

Course readings 

The required text for this class is the anthology The Philosophy of Mind, edited by David Chalmers. 

The recommended text is Philosophy of Mind, 3rd Edition, by Jawgwon Kim. These two texts will be 

supplemented by additional readings that I will post on Nexus. You are required to bring the 

readings to class every day! 

mailto:tullmank@union.edu
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Course objectives 

1. To give you a broad overview of issues in contemporary philosophy of mind. 

2. To increase your ability to critically analyze philosophical arguments. 

3. To improve: 

a. Your reading of challenging philosophical texts. 

b. Your understanding of philosophical methodology in scientific debates. 

c. Your development of your own philosophical arguments. 

 

Assignments 

1. Syllabus quiz (5 pts) 
 
All students are required to complete a quiz covering material from the syllabus. I will hand 
this out on the first day of class (W, 9.7). It is due the following class (F, 9.9). All of the 
answers can be found on the syllabus!  
 

2. Class engagement (20 pts) 

You are expected to attend every class. You are also expected to participate in every class. 
This means that you listen, ask questions, make comments, have completed the assigned 
reading/watching, and bring the relevant material to each class.  

I do not allow cell phones in class. I will take off points from your final grade if I see you 
using a cell phone. Lap tops are allowed, but I reserve the right to ban laptops if they seem 
to be a distraction OR if it takes away from your classroom participation. 

 
3. Reading response questions (15 pts) 

 
You will be responsible for developing discussion questions based on the readings. I’ll divide 
the class into 3. One group will provide questions for each Monday readings, the second 
group for Wednesday readings, and the third for Friday readings. So, each student will 
develop questions for 9 different readings. I’ll provide more information on the reading 
response questions on Friday 9.9. 
 

4. Papers (3 x 20 pts each) 
 
You will be writing three papers during this term, one for each unit (Metaphysics of Mind, 
Consciousness, and Topics in Mind). The papers should present your own argument 
addressing an issue that we discussed during that unit. I will provide you with some basic 
topics to write on, or you can develop your own topic. Each paper should be at least 5 pages 
long (and no longer than 7 pages). 

 

Grade breakdown: 
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1. Syllabus quiz___________5 pts. 

2. Reading response questions_________15 pts total. 

3. Papers_________60 pts total. 

4. Class engagement_______20 pts total. 

 

=100 pts. total.  

 

Late work & attendance policy 

I do not accept late reading. It is your responsibility to turn in paper copies of each assignment on 

the day it is due. If you think you will not be able to complete an assignment in time, it is also your 

responsibility to let me know and get approval of an extension well before the assignment is due.  

You can miss class up to three times with no penalties, no questions asked. After that, I will take off 

½ of a letter grade for absences #4 and 5. Six or more absences will result in an “F” for the course.  

 

Honor code 
 
I have zero tolerance for plagiarism and/or cheating.  This includes:  

-not citing material from texts, online, or any other source that did not originate from you. 
 -copying sentences, paragraphs, or whole papers from any source without quotation and 

citation. 
 -copying another’s work for a quiz or exam. 
 
I will report any and all cases of suspected plagiarism and that assignment will receive a zero. You 
will also be asked to sign an Honor Code statement for several assignments. 
 
 
Contacting me 
 
I am here for you—please do not hesitate to contact me during the semester! Feel free to email or 
drop by my office hours if you have questions about assignments, the reading, or your grade. I will 
respond to emails as promptly as I can; my response time will likely be slower over the weekend 
than during the week. Please keep in mind that I will not respond to emails from approximately 10 
pm to 8 am. 
 

 

 

Tentative reading schedule 

All readings are subject to change at my discretion! 

Complete each reading for the day it is assigned. Please bring the readings to class. Readings that 

are not in the Chalmers anthology will be posted on Nexus. 



Tullmann teaching portfolio, 22 
 

 

Week 1: Introductions 

 W 9.7: General introductions 

F 9.9: David Chalmers, chapter 1 of The Conscious Mind, “Two Concepts of Mind,” AND 

chapter 3.1 “Is Consciousness Logically Supervenient on the Physical?” posted on Nexus. 

 

Week 2: Dualism  

 M 9.12: Descartes, Meditations #2 & 6, posted online. 

 W 9.14: Alva Noe, “Is the visual world a grand illusion?” posted on Nexus. 

 F 9.16: Princess Elizabeth of Bohemia, “Letter to Descartes,” posted on Nexus. 

 

Week 3: Dualism, cont’d 

 M 9.19: Jaegwon Kim, chapter 7 “Mental Causation”, posted on Nexus.  

W. 9. 21: Brie Gertler, “In defense of Mind-Body dualism”, posted on Nexus. 

 F 9.23: Karen Bennett, “Why I am Not a Dualist”, posted on Nexus 

 

Week 4: Physicalism & Behaviorism 

 M 9.26: Barbara Montero, “What is the physical?”, posted on Nexus 

 W 9.28: Gilbert Ryle, “Descartes’ Myth” 

 F 9.30:  Hilary Putnam, “Brains and Behavior” and Noam Chomsky review of B.F. Skinner___ 

 

Week 5: Identity Theory & Functionalism 

 M 10.3: Thomas Polger, “Identity Theories”, posted on Nexus. 

 W 10.5: U.T. Place, “Is Consciousness a Brain Process?” 

 F 10.7:  Hilary Putnam, “The Nature of Mental States” 

 

Week 6: Consciousness  

 M 10.10: Ned Block, “Troubles with Functionalism” 

 W 10.12: Jaegwon Kim, chapter 9, “What is consciousness?”, posted on Nexus.  
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 F 10.14: Thomas Nagel, “What is it like to be a bat?” 

 

Week 7:  Consciousness, cont’d 

 M 10.17: Daniel Dennett, “Quining Qualia” 

 W 10.19: David Chalmers, “Consciousness and its Place in Nature” 

F 10.21: Frank Jackson, “Epiphenomenal Qualia” AND David Lewis “What Experience 

Teaches Us” 

 

Week 8: Perception/Cognition  

 M 10.24: Jerry Fodor, “Observation Reconsidered,” posted on Nexus. 

 W 10.26: Paul Churchland, “Perceptual Plasticity and Neural Plasticity,” posted on Nexus.  

 F 10.28: Susanna Siegel and Alex Byrne, “Rich or Thin?” posted on Nexus.  

 

Week 9: Race & Gender Phenomenology  

 M 10.31: Iris Young, “Throwing Like a Girl”, posted on Nexus 

 W 11.2: Linda Alcoff, “The Phenomenology of Racial Embodiment”, posted on Nexus 

F 11.4: Michael Brownstein, “Implicit Bias” AND take the IAT test online 

 

Week 10: Animal Consciousness 

 M 11.7: John Dupre, “The Mental Lives of Non-human Animals”, posted on Nexus 

 W 11.9: Michael Tye, “The Problem of Simple Minds,” posted on Nexus. 

F 11.11: Peter Carruthers, “Why the Question of Animal Consciousness Might not Matter 

Very Much,” posted on Nexus.  

 

 M 11.14: Catch up & review 
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Art, Media, & Society 

Union College, Fall 2015 

 

Dr. Katherine Tullmann                                                                                                             

tullmank@union.edu 

Karp 002                                                                                                         MWF, 3:05 to 4:10 

pm.         

Office: Lamont House 307                                                             Office hours: MWF, 1:00-3:00 pm and by 

apt. 

 

 

Course description 

An examination of the traditional aesthetic theories of philosophers such as Plato, Hume, Nietzsche, as 

well as more recent theories. We will pay particular attention to questions concerning art’s role in 

society: what is the function of art? Should art be made to promote religious, social, or moral values? 

Can an immoral piece be a good work of art—can it be art at all? The course will include close readings 

of historical philosophies of art and examinations of artworks.  

 

 

Course material 

All reading can be found in the required text Aesthetics: A Comprehensive Anthology, eds. Steven Cahn 

& Aaron Meskin, or in the class Nexus page. You are expected to complete each reading assignment 

before the class date for which it is assigned. You are also expected to bring the text to every class 

session. 

 

 

Course objectives 

This course is designed to help you develop and fine-tune the writing, discussion, and presenting skills 

that you will need to do well in any college course. The following objectives are intended to help you 

achieve these goals: 
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1) Students will improve writing skills by explaining, exploring, and critically examining aesthetic and 

moral theories, issues, concepts, and arguments.  

2) Students will improve skills of interpreting and evaluating scholarly writings and artworks. 

3) Students will develop an openness to having their beliefs challenged, will learn to hear and 

comprehend the views of others, and to entertain objections to their own views.  

4) Students will be able to explain several classic moral and aesthetic theories, to compare and 

contrast these theories, and to apply these to justify conclusions relating to concrete artistic and 

moral issues.  

5) Students will be able to show that issues may be regarded from multiple viewpoints, and will be 

able to present reasons in support of each viewpoint.  

 

 

 

Assignments 

 

1. Syllabus quiz. We will be going over the syllabus together in class. You will also be required to 

submit a syllabus quiz on the second class session. This will be worth 10 pts. The quiz covers 

information in this syllabus.  

 

2. Reading reflection papers. You will be required to submit 3 out of 4 potential reading reflection 

papers during the first half of the term. These papers are intended to get you to carefully read 

and engage with the assigned reading. I will pass out reflection assignments as I assign the 

corresponding reading (so, for instance, when I assign a selection of Plato’s Republic to read, I 

will also give you the reflection assignment on Plato’s Republic. The papers will be due one 

week later (e.g., if I assign the paper on a Wednesday, the paper will be due the following 

Wednesday). 
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Each paper should be at least 1 page single spaced or 2 pages double spaced, at most 2 pages 

single spaced or 4 pages double spaced. They will be graded according to the effort that you 

put into them. They will each be worth 30 points. A hard copy of each paper is due within the 

first 5 minutes of class, or they will be counted late. I will not accept emailed papers unless 

they have been previously approved by me. 

 

 

3. Art examples. This is a class about art! Ideally you will be able to make connections between 

the assigned reading and actual artworks (broadly construed!). To get you thinking about this, 

I ask that you email me with an example of an artwork that pertains to the assigned reading, 

along with a picture, sound, or video clip that I can show in class. You will then be expected to 

explain this example at the next class session. The example is due by 10:00pm the night before 

the class session. Each one is worth 10 points. 

 

You can do this at any point throughout the term. However, you must have completed your 

first art example by the end of Week 4’s materials. Furthermore, I reserve the right to assign 

students to particular days if it appears to me that students are waiting until the end of the 

semester to complete this assignment—this is just to make sure that we have the examples 

spread out through the term and not all in the last three weeks! 

 

 

4. Scaffolded final paper. We will dedicate a large portion of the term to a scaffolded final paper. 

“Scaffolding” simply means that we will build up to the final project in steps, starting about 

halfway through the semester. You will work on these steps on your own and in class during 

Friday workshop days. You cannot complete the following step until the previous ones are 

completed. The scaffolded steps include: 

 

a. Brainstorming map (10 points) 

b. Thesis statement (10 points) 

c. Paper proposal (20 points) 

d. Paper outline + 3 annotated sources (20 points) 

e. Peer review day (30 points) 
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f. Final project, with cover letter (50 points) 

g. In-class presentation (20 points) 

This is a standard research paper that’s approximately 10 pages in length. I will be giving you more 

details about the assignment as the semester progresses! 

 

5. Class participation. You are expected to show up to class. You are also expected to engage with 

the class—not to sleep, talk, or play on your phone/tablet/computer! I will assign a grade to 

you based on your participation in discussion, opening class activities, participation in group 

work, and completion of occasional discussion questions.  I don’t want to see cell phones 

during class sessions and I will penalize your grade if I do (1 pt/offense). Please leave the 

classroom quietly if you need to make/take a call, or for any other reason. 

 

Grade breakdown: 

 Syllabus quiz……. 10 pts. 

 Reflection papers (3)………90 pts. 

 Art examples (3)………….. 30 pts. 

 Scaffolded final paper…… 170 pts. 

 Class participation………….50 pts. 

 Total: 350 pts. 

  

 

Attendance & late work 

I will take attendance every day. Your attendance is required. You may have up to two unexcused 

absences before your grade is penalized. An excused absence is a missed class that has been approved 

by me before the class begins, either in person or via email. An unexcused absence is a missed class 

that has not been previously approved by me. Arriving to class more than 15 minutes late counts as an 

unexcused absence (unless previously approved by me). 
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All late work will be penalized by a full letter grade off for each weekday late, unless the lateness has 

been previously approved by me either in person or via email. 

 

Bottom line: please contact me well ahead of time if you think that you are going to miss class or are 

unable to turn an assignment in on time! 

 

 

Workshop days 

Two days of most weeks will be traditional class sessions: a mixture of discussion, lecture, and in-class 

activities. One day a week will be a workshop day. You will break up into discussion groups of 3 or 4 

that you will work with all semester. The first few weeks you will work on the reflection papers or in-

class activities that I assign. Groups will work on the scaffolded assignments after that. 

 

 

Academic integrity & the Union Honor Code 

I have zero tolerance for plagiarism.  This includes:  

-not citing material from texts, online, or any other source that did not originate from you. 

 -copying sentences, paragraphs, or whole papers from any source without quotation and 

citation. 

You *do not* need to use any outside sources (beyond the assigned reading) for the reflection papers 

since I am only looking for your thoughts and opinions about the readings. You will be expected to do 

outside research for the final project. I will report any and all cases of suspected plagiarism and that 

assignment will receive a zero. You will also be asked to sign an Honor Code statement for several 

assignments. 

 

Contacting me 

I am here for you—please do not hesitate to contact me during the semester! Feel free to email or 

drop by my office hours if you have questions about assignments, the reading, life, the universe, or 

anything (I may only be able to help with the first two!). I will respond to emails as promptly as I can; 

my response time will likely be slower over the weekend than during the week. Please keep in mind 

that I will not respond to emails from approximately 10 pm to 8 am or on the evenings of the baseball 
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Postseason when the Cardinals are playing. Even Cylons need sleep and you don’t want to talk to me 

if the Cardinals lose . 

 

I encourage you to stop by my office hours sometime in the first two weeks of the term to say hello, 

as well as throughout the term to let me know how you are doing at Union. Office hours are drop-in 

times when I am guaranteed to be in my office. All non-office hour meets can be set up via the 

website Calendly (see calendly.com/tullmannk). I can’t be guaranteed to be in the office at those 

times unless you make an appointment via Calendly! 

 

 

Tentative reading schedule 

*all readings are subject to change! I will never add readings to this list, but I may drop or change them 

if it makes sense given the flow of the class. 

 

Week 1: Plato’s Republic Book X & review of Chris Ofili’s The Holy Virgin Mary 

 *Syllabus quiz due 

  

Week 2: David Hume, “Of the Standard of Taste”; bring in a critical review of a film or TV show of your 

choosing (ideally a film that portrays a social issue, broadly construed). 

 *Reflection paper #1 due 

 

 

Week 3: Friedrich Nietzsche, “On Truth and Lie” & “The Birth of Tragedy” 

 *Reflection paper #2 due 

 Find “On Truth & Lie” here: 

 http://oregonstate.edu/instruct/phl201/modules/Philosophers/Nietzsche/Truth_and_Lie_in_

an_Extra-Moral_Sense.htm 

 

 

Week 4: Leo Tolstoy, “What is art?” & J.M. Whistler, “Ten O’Clock Lecture” & excerpt from The Gentle 

Art of Making Enemies 

*Reflection paper #3 due 
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Week 5: Walter Benjamin, “The Work of Art in the Age of Mechanical Reproduction”; watch Paul 

Bloom’s TedTalk “The Origins of Pleasure”: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RPicL1AWrs8 

 *Reflection paper #4 due 

 * In-class brainstorming map (turn in the following class period) & “How do you write papers?” 

exercise 

 

Week 6: Martin Heidegger, “The Origin of the Work of Art” 

 *Thesis statement due 

 

Week 7: Arthur Danto, “The Artworld” 

 *1 pg. paper proposal due 

 

Week 8: Berys Gaut, “The Ethical Criticism of Art” 

 *Paper outline + 3 annotated sources due 

 

Week 9: Mary Devereaux, “Oppressive Texts, Resisting Readers, and the Gendered Spectator: The 

‘New’ Aesthetics” 

 *Peer review day; 3 copies of draft of paper due in class  

 

Week 10: In-class presentations  

 *Final draft of paper w/ scaffolding material and cover letter due on Monday. Presentations 

may spill over into finals week, but there will be no separate final exam. 
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PHL 243: Issues in Feminism 
Union College, Winter 2016 

 
 
Dr. Katherine Tullmann                        MWF, 9:10-10-15 
a.m.  Office: Lamont 307                   Karp 
004 
tullmank@union.edu                        Office hours: MWF 12:00-2:00 pm & by 
appt. 
 
 
Course description 
This course covers philosophical topics in feminism, women’s studies, and gender studies. We will 
focus on three major themes and related questions: 1) the nature of sexual oppression, 2) the social 
construction of gender, sexuality, and identity and 3) power dynamics that contribute to sexual 
oppression and sexual identity. We will focus on these three issues and how they relate to 
“everyday oppression”—microaggressions (seemingly insignificant or harmless instances of sexism, 
homophobia, racism, etc.) and how they both reflect and contribute to microagressions (significant, 
important, “newsworthy” instances of sexism, homophobia, racism, etc.). While most of the 
readings are by contemporary philosophers, we will also consider work from other disciplines, such 
as sociology and literary theory.  
 
 
Required text 
You are required to purchase Theorizing Feminisms, edited by Elizabeth Hackett & Sally Haslanger. 
You can find this text at the Union bookstore or used on Amazon. Any other readings will be posted 
on Nexus. You are required to bring the reading to every class! 
 
 
Course objectives 
Learning objectives: 

1. Students will learn to engage with feminist issues from a philosophical lens by analyzing 
the arguments of others and inserting themselves into the contemporary debates on 
sexual oppression, power, etc. 

2. Students will learn new ideas and perspectives on social issues that are related to 
feminism.  

3. Students will acquire a deeper sensitivity to contemporary issues of oppression, 
sexuality, identity, and power.  

Skill improvement objectives: 

1. Students will improve their writing/argumentation skills through multiple types of 
writing assignments. 

2. Students will improve their communication skills through in-class discussions and 
presentations. 

3. Students will improve their critical reading skills through engaging with and analyzing 
challenging texts. 
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Assignments 

6. Syllabus quiz. You will turn in a syllabus quiz on the second class session. The quiz covers 
information in this syllabus. It is worth 10 pts. 
 

7. Reading reflection papers. You will be required to submit 4 reading reflection papers during 
the first half of the term. These papers are intended to get you to carefully read and engage 
with the assigned reading. The assignment document can be found on Nexus. You can write 
on any reading during the first 5 weeks. The papers are due the first day that we cover that 
reading. 
 
Each paper should be at least 1 page double spaced. They will be graded according to the 
effort that you put into them. Each paper is worth 20 points. 
 

8. Scaffolded final paper. We will dedicate a large portion of the term to a scaffolded final paper. 
“Scaffolding” simply means that we will build up to the final project in steps, starting about 
halfway through the semester. You will work on these steps on your own and in class during 
workshop days. You cannot complete the following step until the previous ones are 
completed. The scaffolded steps include: 
 

a. Brainstorming map/research question (10 points) 
b. Thesis statement (10 points) 
c. Paper outline + annotated bibliography (25 points) 
d. Peer review day (30 points) 
e. Final project, with cover letter (50 points) 

This is a standard research paper that’s at least 8 pages in length. I will be giving you more details 
about the assignment as the term progresses. 

9. Class participation. You are expected to show up to class. You are also expected to engage 
with the class—not play on your phone or your computer! I will assign a grade to you based 
on you participation in discussion, opening class activities, and participation in group work. I 
don’t want to see cell phones during class sessions and I will penalize your grade if I do. Please 
leave the classroom quietly if you need to make/take a call, or for any other reason. Laptops 
are allowed but I reserve the right to ban them if I believe that they are taking away from class 
discussions  
 

10. Discussion lead. Each student will lead a discussion on one article. You will begin the class with 
a brief overview/summary of the chosen article and the major arguments found within it. You 
will then go through the article, pointing out passages of interest, related “real world” 
applications and examples, and questions to discuss with the class. You can find descriptions 
of the discussion lead articles and the discussion lead assignment on Nexus. The discussion 
lead is worth 30 pts. 
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Grade breakdown: 

 Syllabus quiz…..10 pts. 

 Reflection papers….80 pts. (4 @ 20 pts.) 

 Scaffolded final paper….125 pts. 

 Participation….40 pts. 

 Discussion lead….30 pts. 

 Total: 285 pts. 

 

 

Absence & late work policy 

An excused absence is one that has been approved by me before class begins. This typically includes 
things like an illness with a doctor’s note or scheduled out of town trips. Each student is allowed 3 
unexcused absences. I will take off points from your final grade for more than 3 unexcused 
absences. I will accept late papers but will take off 10% of the points for each day late. It’s up to you 
to let me know that you will be absent well in advance of an exam day or paper due date!  
 
 
Honor code: 
I have zero tolerance for plagiarism and/or cheating.  This includes:  

-not citing material from texts, online, or any other source that did not originate from you. 
 -copying sentences, paragraphs, or whole papers from any source without quotation and 

citation. 
 -copying another’s work for a quiz or exam. 
 
I will report any and all cases of suspected plagiarism and that assignment will receive a zero. You 
will also be asked to sign an Honor Code statement for several assignments. 
 
 
Contacting me 
I am here for you—please do not hesitate to contact me during the semester! Feel free to email or 
drop by my office hours if you have questions about assignments, the reading, life, the universe, or 
anything (I may only be able to help with the first two!). I will respond to emails as promptly as I can; 
my response time will likely be slower over the weekend than during the week. Please keep in mind 
that I will not respond to emails from approximately 10 pm to 8 am. 
 
 

Tentative reading schedule & descriptions 

All readings are subject to change. I reserve the right to change the order and due date of the 
readings and assignments if I feel that it’s necessary for the class.  
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Readings with an * are available for discussion lead. 

 
Week 1 (1/4-1/8): Everyday Oppression 
M: Introductions 
W: Syllabus quiz due; come to class with top 3 choices for discussion lead; Hilde Lindemann “What is 
feminist ethics?” (on Nexus)  
F: Marilyn Frye, “Oppression” and Steven P. Schacht, “Teaching about being an Oppressor” (on 
Nexus) 
  
 
Week 2 (1/11-1/15): Oppression & The Social Construction of Gender 
M: Iris Young, “Five Faces of Oppression.” 
W: Young, cont’d. 
F:  Sally Haslanger, “Gender and Social Construction: Who? What? When? Where? How?” & 
Monique Wittig, “One is not Born a Woman” (on Nexus) 
 
 
Week 3 (1/18-1/22): “The Sameness Approach”  
*M: Simone de Beauvoir, Introduction to The Second Sex. 
*W: Susan Wendell, “The Social Construction of Disability.” 
*F: Joanna Kadi, “Stupidity ‘Deconstructed’” and APA article “Feel like a fraud?” on Imposter 
Syndrome (on Nexus) 
 
 
Week 4 (1/25-1/29): “The Difference Approach” 
M: Iris Young, “Humanism, Gynocentrism, and Feminist Politics.” 
*W: Audre Lorde, “The Master’s Tools Can Never Dismantle the Master’s House” (posted on Nexus) 
& Patricia Hill Collins “The Politics of Black Feminist Thought.”  
*F: Carol P. Christ, “Why Women Need the Goddess” and Alice Walker, “The Only Reason You Want 
to Go to Heaven” 
 
 
Week 5 (2/1-2/5): Identity  
M: Linda Alcoff, “Racism & Visible Race (on Nexus) 
*W: Linda Alcoff, “The Whiteness Question” (on Nexus) 
*F: Mary Devereaux, “Oppressive Texts, Resisting Readers, and the Gendered Spectator: The ‘New’ 
Aesthetics’” (on Nexus) 
 
 
Week 6 (2/8-2/12): Identity, cont’d 
M: Workshop day: Brainstorming map + thesis statement 
*W: Brainstorming map due; Susan Bordo, “Material Girl” (Note: final reflection paper due by 
today) 
*F: bell hooks, “Selling Hot Pussy: Representations of Black Female Sexuality in the Cultural 
Marketplace” (on Nexus)  
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Week 7 (2/15-2/19): Sex & Power 
M: Thesis statement due; Catherine MacKinnon, “Desire and Power.”  
W: Workshop day: outline 
*F: Catherine MacKinnon, “Sex and Violence: A Perspective” 
 
 
Week 8 (2/22-2/26): Sex & Power, cont’d 
*M: Patricia Yancey Martin & Robert Hummer, “Fraternities and Rape on Campus” (on Nexus) 
W: Outline due; John Stoltenberg, “Confronting Pornography as a Civil-Rights Issue”. 
F: Lisa Duggan, Nan D. Hunter, and Carole S. Vance, “False Promises: Feminist Antipornography 
Legislation” 
 
 
Week 9 (2/29-3/4): Sexuality 
M: Marilyn Frye, “Willful Virgin or Do You Have to Be a Lesbian to Be a Feminist?” 
W: Leslie Feinberg, “Walking Our Talk” 
F: Gayle S. Rubin, “Thinking Sex: Notes for a Radical Theory of the Politics of Sexuality” 
 
Week 10 (3/7-3/11): Final thoughts & peer review 
M: Draft due/Peer review day 1 
W: Peer review day 2 
F:  Last day of class. Nikki Ayana Stewart, “Transform the World: What You Can Do with a Degree in 
Women’s Studies” (on Nexus) 
 
 
No final exam. 
 
FINAL PAPER DUE WEDNESAY with cover letter, 3/16 by noon. Email to tullmank@union.edu 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

mailto:tullmank@union.edu
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